
THE LEGEND OF THE BRISTOL GIANTS
Did you know that Bristol was built by giants?

They were called Vincent and Goram,  
and they were brothers. 

They both fell in love with another 
giant called Avona. 

She decided to set the brothers a 
test. She told them to drain the 
water from a big lake.

The brothers started to dig a channel so the 
water would run out to sea, but Goram got 
drunk and fell asleep. 

Vincent finished the channel on his own and 
married Avona.

That channel is now called the Avon Gorge. 
Thousands of years later, Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel built a bridge across it.

And the land that used to be under the lake is 
where Bristol was built.

There are lots of other  
interesting stories about  
Bristol in this comic and  
most of them are true!

www.bristolreads.com
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Bristol has its very own dinosaur. 

It is called Thecodontosaurus and it lived over 200 million years 
ago. Its remains were dug up in Clifton in the 1830s. 

It was about a metre long, half a metre tall and it ate plants. 

You can find out more about it on the Bristol Dinosaur website 
at www.bristoldinosaur.com

Bristol became a rich city because  
it was a port. 

It was a place where people could come to 
trade. That means they could buy and sell 
or exchange things.

In the Middle Ages, the most important 
trade was in cloth. The cloth was woven in 
Bristol from local wool. It was then traded 
for wine from France, Spain and Portugal.

Later, Bristol would get even richer trading 
in African slaves and sugar from the West 
Indies. This trade was stopped in 1807.

Bristol was famous for its 
shipbuilding.

Among the many ships built in Bristol 
was the ‘Matthew’. John Cabot sailed 
across the Atlantic Ocean in this ship 
in 1497. 

Brunel’s iron steamship, the ss ‘Great 
Britain’, was first launched in Bristol 
in 1843. To launch a ship means to put 
it in water. You can now visit ss ‘Great 
Britain’ in Bristol docks.

The last big ship to be built in Bristol  
was the ‘Miranda Guinness’. It was 
launched in 1976.

Bristol used to have a  
castle in the city centre.

It was built by the Normans who invaded 
Britain in 1066. They were led by William  
the Conqueror.

For nearly 600 years, the castle was  
the biggest and most important building  
in Bristol. 

It was pulled down in 1654 but you can still 
see a few of its stones in Castle Park.

DID YOU KNOW? 
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There used to be pirates living on Lundy 
Island in the Bristol Channel. 

French pirates lived there in the early 1400s. The 
island was then used by the Barbary pirates from 
North Africa. They used to capture ships in the 
channel and sometimes attacked villages on the coast.  

Blackbeard the Pirate was born in Bristol around 1680. 
He used to go into battle with three pairs of pistols.

Another famous Bristol pirate is Long John Silver.  
He is in the book ‘Treasure Island’.

During World War Two, Bristol was bombed by  
the Germans. 

This was called the Bristol Blitz. 

The first big attack on the city centre was on 24 November 1940. 
Over 200 people were killed. Many buildings were destroyed.

By the end of the war, over 1,000  
Bristolians had been killed by bombs  
and thousands had been injured. Most  
of the city centre had to be re-built.  
There were new housing estates  
built as well.

There used to be lots of busy factories 
in Bristol in the nineteenth century.

For many years, the biggest one was Fry’s 
chocolate factory. Thousands of Bristol people 
worked there. It later moved to Keynsham.

Thousands of Bristol people also worked in 
cigarette factories. These were owned by the Wills 
family. They were at Redcliffe, Bedminster, Ashton 
and, later, Hartcliffe. 

Other things made in Bristol included soap, 
glass and pottery.

Until the early 1960s, the Bristol bus 
company would not hire black or Asian 
people to work on the buses. 

Paul Stephenson led a protest against this racism 
in 1963. Many local people refused to travel on the 
buses. This was known as the Bristol Bus Boycott.

Because of the boycott, the bus company was 
losing money. It also got lots of bad publicity. 
After four months, the managers agreed to start 
hiring non-white staff. 
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ch
es

t 
pe

op
le

 
liv

ed
. 
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Th
e 

Ke
y 

is
 

bu
si

er
 t

ha
n 

th
e 

Ba
ck

s.
 Y

ou
 w

ill
 

fi
nd

 t
he

 b
ig

ge
r 

sh
ip

s 
he

re
. 

 
A 

vi
si

to
r 

ab
ou

t 
th

is
 t

im
e 

no
ti

ce
d 

ho
w

 
od

d 
Th

e 
Ke

y 
lo

ok
ed

. I
f 

th
e 

ti
de

 w
as

 in
, h

e 
sa

id
, i

t 
w

as
 li

ke
 w

al
ki

ng
 d

ow
n 

a 
no

rm
al

 
st

re
et

, w
it

h 
ho

us
es

 o
n 

bo
th

 
si

de
s 

an
d 

sh
ip

s 
in

 t
he

 m
id

dl
e.

 
Bu

t 
w

he
n 

th
e 

ti
de

 w
en

t 
ou

t,
 

th
e 

w
at

er
 in

 t
he

 d
oc

ks
 f

el
l. 

Th
e 

sh
ip

s 
w

ou
ld

 s
et

tl
e 

on
 

th
e 

m
ud

 a
nd

 d
is

ap
pe

ar
 

fr
om

 v
ie

w
. 

In
 t

he
 la

te
 

16
0

0
s 

an
d 

ea
rl

y 
17

0
0

s,
 B

ri
ta

in
 

w
as

 a
t 

w
ar

 a
 lo

t.
 

Us
ua

lly
 w

it
h 

Fr
an

ce
. 

Th
e 

w
in

e 
tr

ad
e 

w
it

h 
Eu

ro
pe

 is
 s

ti
ll 

go
od

, a
nd

 t
he

 b
us

in
es

s 
w

it
h 

th
e 

co
lo

ni
es

 in
 

Am
er

ic
a 

an
d 

th
e 

Ca
ri

bb
ea

n 
is

 g
et

ti
ng

 b
ig

ge
r.

 S
om

e 
m

er
ch

an
ts

 a
re

 m
ak

in
g 

m
on

ey
 o

n 
su

ga
r 

an
d 

ot
he

rs
 o

n 
to

ba
cc

o.
 

Br
is

to
l 

se
nd

s 
ou

t 
al

l 
so

rt
s 

of
 t

hi
ng

s 
–

 
cl

ot
h,

 f
oo

d,
 c

oa
l, 

so
ap

 a
nd

 
m

or
e 

an
d 

m
or

e 
m

an
-m

ad
e 

go
od

s.
 T

he
re

’s
 a

 lo
t 

m
or

e 
th

an
 

ju
st

 s
oa

p 
an

d 
cl

ot
h 

be
in

g 
m

ad
e 

in
 B

ri
st

ol
 t

he
se

 d
ay

s.
 T

he
re

 
ar

e 
su

ga
r-

re
fi

ne
rs

, a
nd

 
w

or
ks

ho
ps

 m
ak

in
g 

gl
as

s 
bo

tt
le

s 
an

d 
m

et
al

 
go

od
s.

 

At
 t

he
 m

om
en

t,
 t

he
 

ti
de

 is
 in

 a
nd

 t
he

 s
hi

ps
 a

re
 

af
lo

at
. A

ll 
ar

ou
nd

 m
en

, w
om

en
 

an
d 

ch
ild

re
n 

lo
ad

 a
nd

 u
nl

oa
d 

sh
ip

s.
 

O
r 

th
ey

’r
e 

re
pa

ir
in

g 
an

d 
pa

in
ti

ng
 

sh
ip

s 
an

d 
ge

tt
in

g 
th

em
 r

ea
dy

 t
o 

sa
il 

ag
ai

n.
 M

er
ch

an
ts

 a
re

 lo
ok

in
g 

at
 g

oo
ds

, 
ag

re
ei

ng
 p

ri
ce

s.
 I

n 
th

e 
in

ns
, c

ap
ta

in
s 

ar
e 

hi
ri

ng
 m

en
 t

o 
jo

in
 t

he
ir

 c
re

w
s.

 F
am

ili
es

 
an

d 
sh

ip
 o

w
ne

rs
 a

re
 w

av
in

g 
sh

ip
s 

of
f 

on
 v

oy
ag

es
…

 T
he

 li
fe

 o
f 

a 
sa

ilo
r 

is
 a

 
da

ng
er

ou
s 

on
e.

 E
ve

ry
on

e 
w

or
ri

es
 

th
at

 t
he

y 
m

ig
ht

 n
ot

 s
ee

 t
he

ir
 

hu
sb

an
d,

 s
on

 o
r 

br
ot

he
r 

ag
ai

n.
 

So
m

e 
m

er
ch

an
ts

 
an

d 
ca

pt
ai

ns
 

ar
e 

ge
tt

in
g 

ri
ch

 a
s 

pr
iv

at
ee

rs
. T

he
se

 a
re

 
a 

bi
t 

lik
e 

pi
ra

te
s 

bu
t 

th
ey

 a
re

 a
llo

w
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

to
 c

ap
tu

re
 

en
em

y 
sh

ip
s 

du
ri

ng
  

a 
w

ar
. 

W
he

n 
yo

u 
ge

t 
ar

ou
nd

 T
he

 
M

ar
sh

 y
ou

’r
e 

in
 T

he
 K

ey
. 

Th
is

 
is

 c
al

le
d 

Br
oa

d 
Q

ua
y 

to
da

y.
 

Yo
u 

ca
n 

se
e 

th
e 

Ca
th

ed
ra

l 
ju

st
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
w

at
er

. 

Th
is

 w
as

 
St

 A
ug

us
ti

ne
’s

 
Ab

be
y 

ba
ck

 in
 t

he
 

M
id

dl
e 

Ag
es

, a
nd

 
th

e 
ol

d 
m

on
as

te
ry

 
ga

te
 is

 s
ti

ll 
th

er
e.

 

It
’s

 
st

ill
 t

he
re

 
to

da
y,

 n
ex

t 
to

 t
he

 C
en

tr
al

 
Li

br
ar

y.
 

Ac
ro

ss
 

Co
lle

ge
 

G
re

en
 f

ro
m

 
th

e 
Ca

th
ed

ra
l 

is
 S

t 
M

ar
k’

s 
Ch

ap
el

.

Br
is

to
l 

ha
s 

w
el

co
m

ed
 

as
yl

um
-s

ee
ke

rs
 

fo
r 

a 
lo

ng
 

ti
m

e!
 

At
 t

hi
s 

ti
m

e 
it

’s
 u

se
d 

by
 t

he
 

Hu
gu

en
ot

s.
 T

he
y 

ar
e 

Fr
en

ch
 P

ro
te

st
an

ts
 w

ho
 

fl
ed

 t
he

ir
 o

w
n 

co
un

tr
y 

an
d 

w
er

e 
w

el
co

m
ed

 a
s 

re
fu

ge
es

 
in

 E
ng

la
nd

. S
om

e 
ca

m
e 

to
 

Br
is

to
l w

he
re

 t
he

y 
be

ca
m

e 
w

ea
ve

rs
, m

et
al

-w
or

ke
rs

, 
ba

nk
er

s 
an

d 
m

er
ch

an
ts

. 
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W
e’

re
 

no
w

 n
ea

r 
th

e 
Hi

gh
 C

ro
ss

, 
th

e 
he

ar
t 

of
 

ol
d 

Br
is

to
l. 

Th
e 

Cr
os

s 
is

 k
no

w
n 

fo
r 

it
s 

tr
af

fi
c 

ja
m

s.
 T

he
 

w
or

st
 d

ri
ve

rs
 a

re
 t

he
 

on
es

 w
it

h 
th

e 
sl

ed
s.

 
Th

ey
 a

re
 o

ft
en

 w
ild

 
an

d 
ru

de
. 

In
 t

he
 m

id
dl

e 
of

 t
ow

n,
 t

he
 s

tr
ee

ts
 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 n
ar

ro
w

, a
nd

 t
he

 
to

p 
fl

oo
rs

 o
f 

th
e 

ho
us

es
 

ov
er

ha
ng

 t
he

 s
tr

ee
ts

. 
Yo

u 
ca

n 
le

an
 o

ut
 o

f 
a 

to
p 

w
in

do
w

 in
 m

an
y 

ho
us

es
 a

nd
 

sh
ak

e 
ha

nd
s 

w
it

h 
yo

ur
 

ne
ig

hb
ou

r 
ac

ro
ss

 
th

e 
st

re
et

. 

Ce
lia

 
Fi

en
ne

s 
tr

av
el

le
d 

ro
un

d 
th

e 
co

un
tr

y 
ri

di
ng

 
si

de
-s

ad
dl

e 
on

 a
 

ho
rs

e.
 S

he
 c

am
e 

to
 

Br
is

to
l i

n 
16

98
  

an
d 

w
ro

te
:

Th
e 

w
ri

te
r 

Da
ni

el
 D

ef
oe

 
sa

id
 a

bo
ut

 
Br

is
to

l:

Th
ey

 d
ra

w
 a

ll 
th

ei
r 

he
av

y 
go

od
s 

he
re

 o
n 

sl
ed

s 
or

 s
le

dg
es

 
w

it
ho

ut
 w

he
el

s.
 T

hi
s 

ki
lls

 
m

an
y 

ho
rs

es
. T

he
 p

av
em

en
t 

is
 

w
or

n 
so

 s
m

oo
th

 b
y 

th
em

 t
ha

t 
in

 w
et

 w
ea

th
er

 t
he

 s
tr

ee
ts

 
ar

e 
ve

ry
 s

lip
pe

ry
, a

nd
 in

 
fr

os
ty

 w
ea

th
er

 it
 is

 
da

ng
er

ou
s 

to
 w

al
k.

Th
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 
of

 t
he

 t
ow

n 
ar

e 
pr

et
ty

 h
ig

h.
 M

os
t 

ar
e 

m
ad

e 
of

 t
im

be
r.

 
Th

e 
st

re
et

s 
ar

e 
na

rr
ow

 
an

d 
da

rk
 b

ec
au

se
 t

he
 

ro
om

s 
on

 t
he

 t
op

 
fl

oo
rs

 s
ti

ck
 o

ut
. 

 T
he

 N
ai

ls
 a

re
 

us
ef

ul
 b

ec
au

se
 m

os
t 

m
er

ch
an

ts
 d

on
’t

 h
av

e 
of

fi
ce

s 
an

d 
do

 b
us

in
es

s 
w

he
re

ve
r 

th
ey

 n
ee

d 
to

. 
An

d 
he

re
’s

 a
no

th
er

 s
m

el
l 

—
 c

of
fe

e.
 B

ri
st

ol
’s

 f
ir

st
 

co
ff

ee
-h

ou
se

, t
he

 E
le

ph
an

t,
 

op
en

ed
 in

 1
6

77
, i

n 
Al

l 
Sa

in
ts

 L
an

e,
 n

ea
r 

th
e 

To
ls

ey
. 

Th
e 

fi
rs

t 
Br

is
to

l 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

, 
th

e 
Br

is
to

l 
Po

st
 B

oy
, w

as
 

pu
bl

is
he

d 
in

 
17

0
2.

M
er

ch
an

ts
, 

sh
ip

 o
w

ne
rs

, 
sh

ip
 c

ap
ta

in
s 

an
d 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
re

rs
 m

ee
t 

up
 

he
re

. O
n 

th
e 

w
al

ls
 a

re
 n

ot
ic

es
 

th
at

 s
ay

 w
he

n 
sh

ip
s 

ar
e 

ar
ri

vi
ng

 
an

d 
le

av
in

g,
 a

nd
 w

he
re

 t
he

y’
ve

 
co

m
e 

fr
om

 o
r 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

. T
he

re
 

ar
e 

ne
w

sp
ap

er
s 

an
d 

pa
m

ph
le

ts
 

he
re

 a
s 

w
el

l, 
w

it
h 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 w

or
ld

 e
ve

nt
s 

an
d 

po
lit

ic
s.

 M
os

t 
co

m
e 

fr
om

 L
on

do
n.

 

Le
t’

s 
w

al
k 

ba
ck

 in
to

 
th

e 
m

id
dl

e 
of

 t
ow

n,
 

pa
st

 S
t 

St
ep

he
n’

s 
Ch

ur
ch

, t
hr

ou
gh

 S
t 

Le
on

ar
d’

s 
G

at
e 

an
d 

in
to

 
Co

rn
 S

tr
ee

t.
 T

he
re

’s
 a

 
lo

t 
of

 c
hu

rc
he

s 
he

re
. 

O
n 

yo
ur

 le
ft

 is
 S

t 
W

er
bu

rg
h’

s.
 

In
 

Vi
ct

or
ia

n 
ti

m
es

 S
t 

W
er

bu
rg

h’
s 

w
as

 
pu

lle
d 

do
w

n,
 b

ut
 p

ar
t 

of
 it

 w
as

 r
e-

bu
ilt

 a
s 

th
e 

ch
ur

ch
 in

 t
he

 n
ew

 
Br

is
to

l s
ub

ur
b 

of
 S

t 
W

er
bu

rg
hs

.

Co
rn

 
St

re
et

 is
 a

ls
o 

w
he

re
 w

e 
fi

nd
 

th
e 

To
ls

ey
. T

hi
s 

is
 a

 
co

ur
t 

ho
us

e 
w

he
re

 c
iv

il 
ca

se
s 

ar
e 

he
ar

d 
—

 li
ke

 
sh

op
ke

ep
er

s 
su

in
g 

pe
op

le
 f

or
 u

np
ai

d 
bi

lls
.

M
an

y 
pe

op
le

 
pr

ef
er

 c
of

fe
e 

ho
us

es
 t

o 
pu

bs
. Y

ou
 

co
m

e 
in

, p
ay

 a
 p

en
ny

 
fo

r 
a 

di
sh

 o
f 

co
ff

ee
 

an
d 

yo
u 

ca
n 

st
ay

 a
s 

lo
ng

 a
s 

yo
u 

lik
e.

 

Th
e 

Na
ils

 a
re

 
st

ill
 o

n 
Co

rn
 

St
re

et
 

to
da

y.
 

O
ut

si
de

, 
un

de
r 

a 
co

ve
re

d 
w

al
kw

ay
 

ar
e 

Br
is

to
l’s

 f
am

ou
s 

Na
ils

. T
he

se
 a

re
 t

he
 

br
as

s 
pi

lla
rs

 w
hi

ch
 

m
er

ch
an

ts
 u

se
 t

o 
do

 b
us

in
es

s 
on

. 
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To
 t

he
 

le
ft

 is
 B

ro
ad

 
St

re
et

 a
nd

 t
he

 
G

ui
ld

ha
ll 

an
d 

St
 

Jo
hn

’s
 G

at
e.

 T
he

 
ch

ur
ch

 is
 b

ui
lt

 in
to

 
th

e 
ci

ty
 w

al
ls

. 

Ac
tu

al
ly

, 
I 

do
n’

t 
lik

e 
th

at
 s

m
el

l a
t 

al
l. 

I’
m

 a
 v

eg
et

ar
ia

n.
 

I 
ne

ve
r 

ea
t 

m
ea

t.
 

An
ot

he
r 

sm
el

l. 
M

m
m

m
m

! 
W

on
de

rf
ul

! 
Ro

as
t 

po
rk

! 

Yo
u 

do
n’

t 
ea

t 
m

ea
t?

! 

Th
e 

on
ly

 p
eo

pl
e 

in
 

Br
is

to
l w

ho
 d

on
’t

 
ea

t 
m

ea
t 

ar
e 

th
os

e 
w

ho
 c

an
’t

 a
ff

or
d 

it
. L

oo
k 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

do
or

 o
f 

th
is

 
in

n 
an

d 
yo

u’
ll 

se
e 

th
e 

m
ea

t 
is

 o
n 

a 
sp

it
 

ro
as

ti
ng

 o
ve

r 
a 

fi
re

. 

Th
e 

sp
it

 
ha

s 
to

 b
e 

tu
rn

ed
 

re
gu

la
rl

y 
to

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 

th
e 

m
ea

t 
is

 c
oo

ke
d 

ev
en

ly
 

on
 a

ll 
si

de
s.

 I
n 

ot
he

r 
to

w
ns

 
tu

rn
in

g 
th

e 
sp

it
 is

 t
he

 w
or

k 
of

 s
er

va
nt

s,
 u

su
al

ly
 b

oy
s.

 B
ut

 
Br

is
to

lia
n 

bo
ys

 a
re

 m
uc

h 
to

o 
bu

sy
 f

or
 t

ha
t.

 I
n 

Br
is

to
l, 

th
e 

sp
it

s 
in

 in
ns

 a
nd

 b
ig

 h
ou

se
s 

ar
e 

tu
rn

ed
 b

y 
do

gs
 

ru
nn

in
g 

ar
ou

nd
 in

 a
 

w
oo

de
n 

w
he

el
. 

If
 

w
e 

go
 d

ow
n 

W
in

e 
St

re
et

 w
e 

pa
ss

 C
hr

is
t 

Ch
ur

ch
 

an
d 

th
e 

co
rn

 m
ar

ke
t 

w
he

re
 f

ar
m

er
s 

an
d 

la
nd

ow
ne

rs
 b

ri
ng

 
co

rn
 t

o 
se

ll 
tw

ic
e 

a 
w

ee
k.

 

W
al

ki
ng

 
or

 m
ov

in
g 

th
in

gs
 a

ro
un

d 
Br

is
to

l 
is

 h
ar

d 
w

or
k.

 I
t’

s 
so

m
et

im
es

 e
as

ie
r 

to
 t

ak
e 

a 
bo

at
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
ha

rb
ou

r 
in

st
ea

d.
 M

en
 w

ill
 r

ow
 

yo
u 

ar
ou

nd
 f

or
 a

 f
ew

 
co

in
s 

in
 b

oa
ts

 c
al

le
d 

w
he

rr
ie

s.
 

No
t 

ev
er

yo
ne

 
lik

es
 B

ri
st

ol
ia

ns
. 

A 
Yo

rk
 b

us
in

es
sm

an
 

na
m

ed
 M

ar
m

ad
uk

e 
Ra

w
do

n 
sa

ys
: 

Ac
tu

al
ly

 
M

ar
m

ad
uk

e,
 

th
e 

re
as

on
 w

e 
w

er
e 

ru
de

 t
o 

yo
u 

is
 b

ec
au

se
 y

ou
 g

ot
 

a 
fu

nn
y 

ac
ce

nt
, 

in
ni

t?
 

M
os

t 
of

 t
he

m
 

ar
e 

ru
de

, v
er

y 
pr

ou
d 

an
d 

no
t 

fr
ie

nd
ly

 t
o 

st
ra

ng
er

s.
 A

n 
or

di
na

ry
 m

an
 

fr
om

 B
ri

st
ol

 t
hi

nk
s 

he
 is

 a
s 

im
po

rt
an

t 
as

 a
 s

en
at

or
 f

ro
m

 
Ro

m
e.

 H
e 

ha
rd

ly
 e

ve
r 

ta
ke

s 
hi

s 
ha

t 
of

f 
to

 p
eo

pl
e.

 T
he

 
pr

ea
ch

er
s 

ha
ve

 t
ol

d 
th

em
 o

ff
 a

bo
ut

  
th

is
. 
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So
m

et
im

es
, 

re
cr

ui
ti

ng
-

se
rg

ea
nt

s 
co

m
e 

to
 t

he
 F

ai
r 

to
 g

et
 

yo
un

g 
m

en
 t

o 
jo

in
 

th
e 

ar
m

y.

Yo
u 

ca
n 

bu
y 

al
l 

so
rt

s 
of

 t
hi

ng
s 

at
 t

he
 F

ai
r 

—
 b

oo
ks

, 
cl

ot
he

s,
 p

ot
te

ry
, 

ki
tc

he
n 

w
ar

e,
 

tr
in

ke
ts

..
. 

Ev
er

yo
ne

 
lo

ve
s 

th
e 

Fa
ir

. 
Th

er
e’

s 
al

l s
or

ts
 o

f 
fu

n 
—

 a
cr

ob
at

s 
an

d 
en

te
rt
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William Worcester was born in Bristol in 1415. 
 
He worked in Norfolk.  

When he wasn’t working, William wrote books about history, 
medicine and politics. He also liked to visit places and write 
about them. He was probably England’s first geographer. 

He came back to Bristol and wrote about the city. He measured 
its walls, streets and buildings. He was also friendly and 
talked to the interesting people he met. One of these was  
a butcher who was climbing the Avon Gorge just for fun.

Dorothy Hazzard ran a grocer’s shop  
in Bristol’s High Street. 

She was also a vicar’s wife.  

She was interested in religion and set up Bristol’s first 
Baptist church.

During the Civil War, Dorothy led 200 women and children 
who blocked one of the city gates when it was attacked 
by the Royalist army. The Royalists were still able to 
capture the city and Dorothy had to escape. She later 
came back to Bristol and died here in 1674.

Sir John Harington was born in 1561.

When he was at the court of Queen Elizabeth I, he got 
into trouble when he translated the rude bits of an 
Italian poem into English. The Queen was angry and sent 
him home in disgrace.

Sir John’s home was Kelston Manor near Bristol. While 
he was there, he invented a toilet. At that time, people 
used holes in the ground, or pots that were emptied 
into pits, streams or the street. Sir John’s toilet had    
 a pan to sit on and a water tank to flush it. This went  
    into a bucket which the servants could then take  
      away. Lucky servants!

Hannah More was born in Fishponds in 1745. 

Hannah taught for a while, but she gave up teaching to 
become a writer. At first she wrote poems and plays, but, 
as she grew older, her writing became more serious. She 
wrote about religion and against slavery and the slave      
trade. She became Bristol’s best known abolitionist.
 
She also set up schools for local poor children.

SOME DEAD INTERESTING BRISTOLIANS
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The poet Thomas Chatterton was born In 
Bristol in 1752.  

When he was a boy, he spent a lot of time at St Mary 
Redcliffe Church. He loved the tombs of all the knights 
and merchants. He also liked to look at the old papers 
he found in an upstairs room. He said he had found a 
history of Bristol written by a medieval monk. He had 
actually written it himself but he fooled a lot  
of people. 

Thomas’ first poems were published when he was 11. he 
died in London when he was just 17. Many people believe 
he was a genius.

Samuel Plimsoll was born in Bristol in 1824. 
 
He made his money selling coal. 

In 1864, he almost drowned when he travelled in a ship 
that was in a poor condition. He decided he would work to 
improve safety at sea.

When he was elected MP for Derby, he brought in new laws 
to make ships safer. This was good news for the sailors  
of Bristol and the rest of Britain.

The writer Amelia Edwards was  
born in London in 1831.

She later moved to Westbury on Trym. 

One year, she and her friend Lucy went to Egypt.  
This was very daring. In those days, women did not 
usually travel without men.  

Amelia spent the rest of her life writing about Egypt 
and trying to stop tourists damaging the ancient sites 
there. She is buried in Henbury.

In April 1817, a young woman was found wandering about 
in Almondsbury. No one could understand what she was 
saying. Using sign language and some Malayasian and 
Arabic words, she eventually told her story.

She said she was Princess Caraboo from the East Indies. 
She had been captured by pirates and had jumped from the 
ship when it was in the Bristol Channel.

She was very popular. Everyone wanted to meet her. But 
one day someone saw her and said: “That’s Mary Baker!” 
She wasn’t a princess at all but was a servant
girl from Devon.

SOME DEAD INTERESTING BRISTOLIANS
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Dorothy Hodgkin was a scientist. 
 
She was born in Egypt in 1910 but grew up in England.  

She set up her first laboratory when she was ten. It was in 
her bedroom. She is the only British woman to have won a 
Nobel Prize for science. This is the most important prize a 
scientist can win.

From 1970 to 1988 she was Chancellor of the University 
of Bristol (the most senior person there). She used her 
position to help students.

Nipper the dog was born in 1884.

His owner worked at the Prince’s Theatre in Bristol.

His owner’s brother painted a picture of Nipper called 
‘His Master’s Voice’. It showed Nipper listening to a 
phonograph — an early type of record player. 

The picture was used to advertise the Gramophone 
Company. The company later changed its name to His 
Master’s Voice. This is now known as HMV.

Nipper got his name because he used to bite  
people’s ankles.

There’s a space for one more interesting 
Bristolian on this page. And that person is you!

Draw a picture of yourself and write a paragraph 
about what makes you an interesting person.

Daredevil Charlie Stephens was born in 1862.

He was a barber in Bedminster. 

he used to perform stunts, like boxing with lions or 
standing in front of circus knife-throwers.

In 1920, he decided to go over Niagara Falls in a wooden 
barrel. Two people had done this already and survived but 
Charlie was not so lucky. 

His barrel was smashed to pieces on the rocks. Afterwards, 
all that was found of him was his tattooed right arm. 

GRA Simplified Comic [PRINT].indd   15 7/1/08   17:07:34



PUZZLES

Fill in the gaps in these words to make the names of some of the 
places in or near Bristol. They are all mentioned in this comic.

F _ _ H P _ _ D S
B _ _ M _ _ S T _ R
L _ _ D Y _ S L _ _ D
K _ _ G S _ _ _ D
H _ _ T C _ _ F _ E
B _ S _ _ P _ T_ N
C _ _ F _ O _
S _ W _ _ B _ _ G H _
K _ _ S T _ _ M _ N _ R
R _ D _ _ I F F _ 

Match the names of these people with what they did.

William the Conqueror   Came to Bristol in 1698.
Celia Fiennes     Led a boycott.
Dorothy Hodgkin     Was a pirate.
Vincent      Invented a toilet.
Hannah More     Pretended to be a princess.
Paul Stephenson     Drew a map of Bristol.
James Millerd     Fought lions.
Dorothy Hazzard     Wrote about slavery.
Mary Baker      Invaded Britain. 
Blackbeard      Set up a laboratory.
Charlie Stephens    Went to Egypt.
Sir John Harington    Dug the Avon Gorge.
Amelia Edwards     Started a church.
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