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W
alk 6: University of Bristol/

of Architecture (1756). It w
as hom

e to the nineteenth-century 'm
an-of-

letters' John Addington Sym
onds and his daughter Katharine Furse, w

ho 
becam

e the first director of the W
om

en's Royal Naval Service and the 
W

orld Association of G
irl G

uides and G
irl Scouts.

As you continue along Clifton Road, you w
ill pass Richm

ond H
ouse, 

a c1701 G
rade II-listed building w

ith a G
eorgian frontage concealing 

its true origin. Recent w
orks to rem

ove unsecure render revealed the 
tall narrow

 w
indow

s and tim
ber lintels of the original structure. Such 

changes to the façade of buildings are quite com
m

on in the city. Turn 
right into York Place w

here you can see on your right the ornam
ental 

gardens that surround M
anor H

ouse, w
hich dates from

 c1730, and 
M

anor Hall (2), our next stop.  
  M

anor H
all was designed by G

eorge O
atley and opened in 1932 as a 

wom
en’s hall of residence. H

ere you will see a m
agnificent horse chestnut 

isolated in its own island of retained ground next to steps that descend 
from

 York Place to the entrance to the hall. U
nfortunately, horse chestnuts 

are under threat from
 leaf m

iner and bleeding canker so its future is 
uncertain. If you can take advantage of any open days or tours you will see 
the ornam

ental garden, laid out by Pro-Chancellor H
iatt Cowles Baker (a 

botanist), which follows a geom
etric plan that echoes the angular elevation 

of the hall. The gardens have m
ostly been replanted in recent years with 

low
-m

aintenance shrubs and herbaceous borders. The warden has also 
introduced a num

ber of fruiting trees such as m
edlar and plum

s. H
owever, 

two tulip trees are original to the Baker planting and layout.

This walk of around one-and-a-half m
iles provides 

a relatively level route from
 Clifton Village 

student accom
m

odation through to som
e of the 

university’s academ
ic buildings on the outskirts 

of Cotham
. It starts and ends at sites associated 

with the English (m
ore accurately, British) Civil 

W
ar, picking up on significant periods of hum

an 
developm

ent and events along the way.

The W
alk 

The w
alk begins outside G

oldney Hall (1) on Clifton Road. 

M
uch of this area was razed to the ground in the early years of the Civil 

W
ar (1642-1651) as it lay outside Bristol’s defences. These ran from

 the river 
through Brandon H

ill up to the Royal Fort and onward to encircle the city. 
Prince Rupert’s scorched-earth policy aim

ed to cut off the supply of food. 
Consequently, the area was created anew after the war and allowed the 
establishm

ent of ‘garden houses’ on the hillside away from
 the sights, 

sounds, sm
ells and som

e of the diseases found in the busy city-centre.

G
oldney H

ouse was occupied from
 1694 by the G

oldney fam
ily (see also 

W
alk 5). The original house was partly dem

olished to m
ake way for a new 

building in the 1720s. This was gifted to the university in 1953 and opened as 
a hall of residence in 1956. The hall frequently hosts weddings, conferences 
and special events and regular tours are provided during the sum

m
er 

m
onths. It is worth looking out for opportunities to visit its garden, which 

displays a num
ber of features belonging to the iron industry including 

a tower which used to house a N
ewcom

en engine to pum
p water. The 

fam
ous grotto incorporates iron slag as decoration in its tunnels, as well 

as tiles fired in the furnace of Coalbrookdale. If you are unable to enter 
you will catch only a glim

pse of the im
posing house and trees that entirely 

screen this hidden jewel, which has been used as a film
 location for dram

as 
such as BBC’s N

arnia: Voyage of the Dawn Treader, Love Actually and 
Sherlock (for W

atson’s wedding). 

Passing over Constitution H
ill, but rem

aining on Clifton Road, every care 
should be taken for this busy and com

plicated junction.  You w
ill see the 

front of Clifton H
ill H

ouse below
 you on the low

er road. This Palladian 
villa com

pleted in 1750 w
as designed by Sir Isaac W

are, the m
ain 

proponent for the Palladian theory and publisher of A Com
plete Body 
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Above: Richm
ond H

ouse on Clifton Road and window on York Place (author’s photo).



Turning left into Q
ueen’s Avenue and, w

ith another university property, 
H

ow
ard H

ouse, to your right, m
ake a m

ental picture of this road as this 
w

as the start of the m
ain drive w

hich used to run up to Royal Fort H
ouse. 

H
ere stood tw

o enorm
ous stone gate-pillars and cast-iron gates, w

hich 
still exist, in a different location, and through w

hich you w
ill pass shortly. 

Cross Elm
dale Road and keep straight ahead into Elton Road, w

hich 
takes you past the Bristol G

ram
m

ar School, w
ith its G

reat H
all to the 

right and Victorian villas to the left. W
hen you reach W

oodland Road 
you w

ill see ahead Senate H
ouse, in front of w

hich are a num
ber of 

m
ature trees that survived from

 an early university botanic garden (a 
new

 botanic garden can be found on Stoke Park Road, Stoke Bishop). 
Cross W

oodland Road by the pedestrian crossing then cross the 
bottom

 of Tyndall Avenue and enter the Royal Fort garden through the 
aforem

entioned gates. As you w
alk up the drive the H H W

ills Physics 
Laboratory (6) is on your left. 

The architect of this building was G
eorge O

atley, whose work you 
previously saw at M

anor H
all and who also designed for the university the 

Baptist College on W
oodland Road, W

ills H
all in Stoke Bishop and m

ost 
notably the W

ills M
em

orial Building at the top of Park Street (see W
alk 4). 

The Physics building, which was com
pleted in 1929, was built to last. N

o 
expense was spared by the funder, H

enry H
erbert W

ills, who insisted the 
m

aterials used require no m
aintenance for at least 50 years.

As you proceed dow
n York Place, take the opportunity to look around 

you as the entire road is lined w
ith listed buildings, but rem

em
ber 

to turn left into G
ordon Road. Near the end of the road is the form

er 
Richm

ond Spring Public H
ouse, now

 The W
hite Rabbit (3). 

The original nam
e of this pub appears to indicate an earlier date than the 

actual c1910 construction. N
am

es associated with the drovers' roads, leading 
to and from

 pasture land, were frequently noted for watering places such as 
wells or pools and this m

ay have been a place with a natural spring. The G
rade 

II-listed lim
estone building in the Edwardian Baroque style has a pantile 

hipped roof and if you venture inside you should note the panelled interior. 

At the end of G
ordon Road you w

ill see opposite you the Buckingham
 

Chapel (1847) and as you turn right into Q
ueen’s Road you cannot help 

but feel the presence of the im
posing Richm

ond Building (4).

This is not a listed building... yet. In fact, bus tour guides used to be 
heard to claim

 it to be ‘the ugliest building in Bristol’. But following a 
refurbishm

ent program
m

e it has not only im
proved its 1965 looks but, m

ore 
im

portantly, its usability. The D
epartm

ent of Film
 and Television and the 

Students U
nion occupy the m

ain building while the café and swim
m

ing 
pool are both open to the public. The 1,200-capacity Anson Room

s are 
occasionally open for concerts, including past perform

ances by The Sm
iths, 

Am
y W

inehouse, Radiohead and M
assive Attack. The green roof of the 

swim
m

ing pool (not visible from
 the street) carries over 350 square m

etres 
of species of plant that can be found within 500 m

etres of the site, acting 
as a stepping stone for invertebrates m

oving between the calcareous 
grasslands of the D

owns and Brandon H
ill (see W

alk 5).

Leaving Richm
ond Building behind you, cross over the junction of 

Richm
ond H

ill. It is recom
m

ended you then use the pedestrian crossing 
on Q

ueen’s Road that leads tow
ards the ocean-liner shaped Q

ueens 
Court, a seven-storey brick-built row

 of flats and shops com
pleted in 

1937. Continue to w
alk along the north side of Q

ueen’s Road. As you cross 
over W

estbourne Place, glance dow
n the road and note the 1852 terrace 

w
here the first-floor balconies have cast-iron brackets and bow

ed 
railings. These G

rade II-listed buildings w
ere constructed c1852 by Pope, 

Bindon and Clarke w
ho are also likely to have been the architects w

ho 
built the Lido in O

akfield Place. W
alk past the Victoria Room

s, hom
e 

to the university's Departm
ent of M

usic (see W
alk 4) and cross over 

W
hiteladies Road tow

ards the Royal W
est of England Academ

y (RW
A). 

The building to the right of the RW
A is Beacon House (5).

Since opening in 1854 as Q
ueen’s H

otel, this G
rade-II listed neoclassical 

building becam
e the m

ain retail showroom
 for G

ardiners ironm
ongery 

in the 1930s; a D
ebenham

s departm
ent store after W

orld W
ar Two; and 

m
ore recently a branch of H

abitat, which closed in 2011. Beacon H
ouse 

was converted into a new student study centre for the university that was 
unveiled in 2016. The inform

ation lobby and café are open to the public.
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M
ap showing the original layout of Royal Fort H

ouse (reproduced with kind 
perm

ission of Yale U
niversity).



At the top of the drive, after you pass under a very old yew
 tree and 

London plane tree, stands Royal Fort House (7).

This was originally the hom
e of Thom

as Tyndall and his fam
ily. W

hen first 
built between 1758 and 1761, the house would have had panoram

ic views of 
the city and, in turn, would have dom

inated the skyline where it stood on 
top of the hillside. This aspect is the reason why during the Civil W

ar the site 
was occupied by fortifications. Prince Rupert once held the defences, hence 
the fort’s royal title. 

If you visit in sum
m

er you m
ay see the annual w

ildflow
er m

eadow
 in 

front of the house. W
alk dow

n as far as Prince Rupert’s gate then retrace 
your steps and turn at the corner of the house – the Royal Fort H

ouse 
sign w

ill be on your left – to take a circular w
alk of the garden (8) at 

the building’s rear. Note the different architectural styles – Baroque, 
Palladian and Rococo – on the three façades you w

ill pass.

The Royal Fort garden was laid out by H
um

phry Repton in 1800, effecting 
repairs following a previous failed developm

ent schem
e. Repton, adhering 

to principles laid out in his traditional Red Book, used the gardens to screen 
what were considered undesirable views of the tim

e (for exam
ple, the rear 

yards of Berkeley Square) whilst fram
ing m

ore pleasing aspects. Repton 
also introduced a ‘curtain wall’ to both retain the grounds of the garden 
and provide a barrier to the general public. The local com

m
unity had 

access to the rem
aining m

eadows in the grounds, which flowed down to 
Park Row and Park Street at that tim

e.

W
ithin the current garden you will find two public artworks: ‘H

ollow
’ and 

‘Follow M
e’. ‘H

ollow
’ is discreetly located in an annex, which you should 

be able to see to your left-hand side as you walk down the path with Royal 
Fort H

ouse behind you. Created by artist Katie Paterson in 2016, the work 
is described as a ‘com

pendium
 of the world’s forests’. It brings together 

sam
ples of over 10,000 unique species including petrified wood fossils from

 
trees that em

erged m
ore than 390 m

illion years ago.

As you proceed around the garden you will see the pond, which is a hive 
of activity for biodiversity. It attracts a range of birds as well as am

phibians, 
including palm

ate new
ts, and invertebrates and there is also a bug hotel 

and toad abode.

Past the pond you will see a m
aze of stainless steel m

irrors. This is ‘Follow 
M

e’, which was created by Jeppe H
ein in 2009 to com

m
em

orate the 100th 
anniversary of the university being granted its charter. H

ein was inspired 
by the university as a place of learning and self-discovery and was also 
responding to Repton’s eighteenth-century design.

If the w
eather is dry and you can m

anage w
alking up grassy slopes, you 

can go directly up the em
bankm

ent from
 ‘Follow

 M
e’ tow

ards the front 
of Royal Fort H

ouse. If the w
eather is inclem

ent or you are otherw
ise 

unable to m
anage the slope, then you can also return to the front of the 

house by continuing along the path and com
ing back up the drivew

ay. 
From

 here you can follow
 a path through the new

 landscaped area, Life 
Sciences plaza. You w

ill pass on your left a free-standing archw
ay know

n 
as Ivy G

ate (9).

This once stood on the boundary of an earlier property called, not 
surprisingly, Ivy Cottage before becom

ing the entrance to the kitchen 
gardens of Royal Fort H

ouse. It is G
rade-II listed and noted for, am

ong 
other things: its distinct architectural presence as an im

portant surviving 
m

id-eighteenth-century garden structure; its quality of m
aterial and 

m
onum

ental scale, indicative of its original owners’ wealth and am
bition; 

and its positive contribution to the landscape of this part of the cam
pus. 

If you are able to m
anage steps, then follow

 the path ahead of you to 
the rear of the Life Sciences building and descend a w

ide flight dow
n to 

St M
ichael’s H

ill. Turn back to look up at the four-storey high living w
all 

(10) built into the side of the building. Alternatively you can reach this 
view

ing point by taking the path to your left out to Tyndall Avenue then 
turning right dow

n St M
ichael’s H

ill.

The wall is full of living plants that depict the stages of m
itosis, a type of 

cell division. It also contains bat and house sparrow boxes. H
ouse sparrows 

are a species recognised by the Bristol Biodiversity Action Plan as needing 
support. 

Looking down St M
ichael’s H

ill, im
agine the buildings stripped away and 

that you could see all of Bristol and the river laid out in front of you like 
a m

ap. This vantage point is the reason why the site was occupied by 
fortifications during the Civil W

ar. O
n 10 Septem

ber 1645 Prince Rupert 
surrendered the city to Lord Fairfax, the com

m
ander of Parliam

ent’s N
ew 

M
odel Arm

y, and the fort walls were alm
ost entirely dem

olished ten years 
later.

This concludes our w
alk. From

 here you can m
arch dow

n into the 
‘defended’ city centre or am

ble up to shops on St M
ichael’s H

ill, w
here a 

num
ber of buses can assist your onw

ard journey.
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